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Magic Made, Lives Changed at Annual OKC Fundraiser

Mediterranean Magic will serve as the theme for the 9th Annual Reach for the

Stars! benefit and auction set for April 8 at the Skirvin Hilton Hotel in Oklahoma City.

The event, which is hosted by Youth Services for Oklahoma County, Inc. (YSOC), will feature gourmet foods from the Mediterranean region, live music and live and silent auctions.

Funds raised by the event benefit YSOC’s Supporting Kids in Independent Living (SKIL) Program, which helps high school students who are living without parental support work toward graduation.

“Reach for the Stars! helps teens who are faced with the prospect of dropping out of high school because of circumstances beyond their control,” Youth Services CEO Debra Forshee said. “Last year, we provided assistance to 45 at-risk high school seniors, and all of them graduated in May. Our services include anything from temporary housing and clothing to tutoring to counseling. We tailor our programs to the individual needs of our kids, and we’ve had some great successes because of that.”

Longtime Youth Services supporters Dean and Carol Stringer will be honored at the event with a distinguished service award. The Stringers are long-time YSOC advocates.

“Our agency and the kids we serve have been blessed time and again by the dedication and care shown by Dean and Carol Stringer. They believe in the work we do and they understand the long-term impact that our programs can have. They are tireless advocates and deserving honorees.

“We have also been blessed this year with incredible support in the form of event sponsorships and auction donations,” Forshee added.  “We will be auctioning off trips to Florida and Mexico and a host of other unique items and experiences. All proceeds directly benefit our programs and our kids.”

Sponsors for this year’s event are:

Honorees: Dean and Carol Stringer; Star Sponsor: Pinon Foundation; 

-more-

RFTS 2-2

Champions: Better Days Foundation, Inc., Birchall and Hampton, Chesapeake Energy Foundation, Devon Energy Corporation, Love’s Travel Stops and Country Stores, Inc., Aubrey and Kathleen McClendon; Heroes: BancFirst, Bank of Oklahoma, Jeff and Lori Blumenthal, Crowe & Dunlevy Foundation, Inc., MidCon Compression, LLC, OGE Energy Corp., OSU Foundation, SandRidge Energy, Inc., Williams, Box, Forshee & Bullard; 

and Role Models: Ancon Development Corp., Steve and Sally Bentley, Bill and Lisa Bullard, JoeVan and Cristi Bullard, Cheek & Falcone, PLLC, Continental Land Resources, LLC, Peter and Karen Delaney, First National Bank of Oklahoma, Frankfurt Short Bruza Associates, P.C., Geosearch Logging, Inc., Jerry and Randi Green, Hall Estill, Impressions Printing, Richard and Pam Lane, Tim and Susan Love, Cameron and Betsy Mantor, McAfee & Taft, PC, Frank and Debbie Merrick, Metro Technology Centers, Rick and Julie Naifeh, NBC Bank, Jeff and Valerie Oakley, Osborne Electric Company, Steve and Susan Porter, Rainey Law Firm, Riggs, Abney, Neal, Turpen, Orbison & Lewis, SAIC-Benham, Hal and Bea Scofield, Smith & Pickel Construction, Southwestern Stationery and Bank Supply, Inc., Tinker Federal Credit Union and UMB Bank. 

Each year, YSOC serves more than 3,500 teenagers and their family members. Other YSOC programs include the Family Junction Emergency Youth Shelter for youth who need temporary protective services; the Community Intervention Center, a 24-hour juvenile intervention center; and Outpatient Behavioral Health Services providing counseling to at-risk youth and their families.

Reach for the Stars! tickets are $150 each or $1500 for a table of eight. Ticket, sponsorship and donation information is available by calling Cass Hayes at (405) 235-7537, ext. 208.
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